
Happy New Year everyone!  I hope you 
all took some time away from the of-
fice to enjoy friends and family.  Like 

many folks, you all have all made various 
commitments and resolutions for the upcom-
ing year.  Maybe you’ve committed to get to 
the gym more, eat less, drink less.  You may 
have committed to these acts of  hardship be-
cause you know they will ultimately help you. 

Here a New Year’s proposal for you all to 
consider:  I would respectfully ask that while 
you are engaging in your physical suffering, 
that you also resolve to engage in something 
that will help your profession.  I propose that 
each of  you commit to actively teach the pub-
lic about the legal system and our profession.
 
Auld Lang Syne may be roughly translated as 
“long long ago” or “in days gone by.”  Auld 
Lang Syne, the law was regarded as one of  the 
four learned professions.  Nowadays, many 
folks will say lawyers are, at best, regrettably 
necessary.  Others might say we rank just above 
politicians.  I say this in jest, but I think it is 
safe to say the public perception of  the legal 
system, and of  lawyers, is somewhat degraded.
 
Ironically, most people really seem to like their 
own lawyer.  I’m sure you have all been party 

to the following ex-
change:  “Lawyers 
are [insert the ap-
propriate pejora-
tive here  greedy, 
cutthroat, shysters, 
etc.].  But my law-
yer, she’s excellent.  
She’s brilliant, dili-
gent, and she really 
cares about my prob-
lems.  I just don’t un-
derstand why more 
lawyers aren’t like her.”  Of  course, the vast 
majority of  lawyers are probably just like her.
 
The fact is, almost every lawyer I have met is 
smart (often brilliant), diligent, professional and 
each one seems to really care about the client’s 
problem.  This is as it should be, because we are 
charged with the utmost responsibility.  People 
ask us (and pay us) to help them solve their most 
private, sensitive and serious problems.  Almost 
every lawyer I have met recognizes this profound 
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responsibility, and none of  them take it lightly.
 
But why the disconnect?  Why doesn’t the pub-
lic seem to recognize that lawyers, for the most 
part, probably care more about ideals like jus-
tice, fairness and equality, than the average citi-
zen?  Why do people regard their own lawyer as 
the archetype of  excellence, but think lawyers, 
as a group, are shysters?  Have you ever noticed 
how, when you’re chatting with a group of  peo-
ple and they find out you’re a lawyer, they seem 
to want to know your opinion, no matter the 
topic?  When people meet a lawyer face to face, 
they usually seem to recognize they are speaking 
to someone who is well-educated, caring and 
trustworthy.  And yet public regard is dismal.    
 
Maybe it’s because of  the fees we charge (for 
guiding clients through the highly specialized 
and complex arena in which we work).  May-
be it’s because of  the cases we take (notwith-
standing that, for example, the Constitution 
requires that all people are entitled to a de-
fense, even the most unsavory people).  Maybe 
it’s because we can interject Latin into docu-
ments we write (conceded; we should prob-
ably stop doing that).   Whatever the cause, I 
submit the solution comes down to education. 
 
These days, the public learns about lawyers 
and what they do, and how they act, from pop-
media.  And pop-media’s portrayal is almost 

always inaccurate.  So, for my proposal: This 
year, please commit to take every opportunity 
to teach the public about who lawyers are and 
what lawyers do.  When your client becomes 
upset at opposing counsel, refrain from deni-
grating that opposing attorney.  Instead, con-
sider explaining that the opposing attorney 
is charged with doing his or her very best for 
the client, just like you.  Explain that the op-
posing party has placed in his attorney a tre-
mendous amount of  trust, just like your client 
has placed such trust in you.  Have your col-
leagues back and promote your profession.
 
When you’re chatting with laity and the topic 
of  law or lawyers comes up, take that opportu-
nity to promote our profession.  Ask that per-
son about his or her perception.  If  it’s negative, 
ask why they have such a view.  And then dis-
pel their negative perception if  you can.  And 
you probably can, because you’re a lawyer.  It 
might be a little uncomfortable, but it will help 
us all in the end.  Remain humble and gra-
cious, but take that opportunity to explain why 
lawyers have always been, and remain among 
the most important professionals in our society.  
Explain that because of  our unique knowledge 
set, we are able to solve problems that no one 
else can solve.  I ask that you commit to tak-
ing every opportunity to restore the public’s 
regard of  the law and of  our profession.  We 
are a society of  law, and this is our profession.
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Join the WMBA next Thursday, January 15, 2015 
for a Federal Court Update, presented by Hon. 
Dana Christensen, 1 CLE credit
Please RSVP to westernmtbar@gmail.com

WMBA luncheons are the Third Thursday of  each month at 12:00 noon in the 
Florence Building. $15 for WMBA members; $20 for non-members. 



Save the Date!
Please join the Montana Justice Foundation to

Lunch, Learn, & Support Equal Access to Justice at its
Lunch for Justice CLE & Fundraiser 

Friday, February 20, 2015 
from noon to 1:30 PM 

The Double Tree Edgewater
Missoula, Montana

1 ethics CLE credit pending

Suggested donation $100
RSVP to the MJF at 406.523.3920 by Feb. 9
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The nexT CourThouse CLe, “orders of ProTeCTion, from Theory 
To PraCTiCe,” wiLL be heLd on friday, January 16 from noon To 1:00 
P.m. in room 374, (3rd fLoor of The missouLa CounTy CourThouse).  
sPeakers wiLL be aTTorneys amy rubin and brandi ries and sTanding 
masTer brenda desmond.  The CLe is free and oPen To aLL.  Par-
TiCiPanTs are weLCome To bring LunCh. CLe CrediT wiLL be requesTed 
from The sTaTe bar of monTana.



Announcements, Questions, advertising inquiries:
De Die In Diem is published monthly by the Western Montana Bar Association.  It is designed and edited by WMBA 
secretary, Hannah Stone, in conjunction with the WMBA board.  For announcements, questions and advertising 
inquiries contact Hannah Stone at hstone@bigskylawyers.com. The WMBA is not responsible for the content of  any 
announcement or advertisement.  The WMBA does not support or oppose any candidate for public office or public 
official. For advertisements and announcements please provide at least one week advanced notice.  Thank you.
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events & announcements
Missoula Municipal Court is looking for attorneys who are interested 
in serving as a Judge Pro Tem.  To qualify you must be a member of 
the bar in good standing and must not appear regularly in Missoula 
Municipal Court.  Experience in Criminal Law is preferred.  Please 
send letters of interest to: 
Judge Kathleen Jenks 
435 Ryman 
Missoula, MT  59802


